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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Johann Wolfgang von Goethe Week at LCS

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was a poet, novelist,
and playwright. Born August 28, 1749, in Frankfurt,
Germany, his importance on the 19th century is
enormous.  Goethe produced volumes of poetry,
essays, criticism, and scientific work, including a
theory of optics and early work on evolution and
linguistics. The author of Faust and Theory of
Colours, his influence spread across Europe, and for
the next century his works were a primary source of
inspiration in music, drama, poetry, and even
philosophy.

2022-2023 Important Dates

Mon 28 Nov 2022 | Self-Control Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and
Aristotle Campuses
Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Aristotle Campus
Wed 30 Nov 2022 | 5th-Grade-Parent Roundtable | 6:30PM | Plato Campus Connie Behr
Memorial Library

Thu 1 Dec 2022  | 6th-Grade-Parent Night | 6:30–7:30PM | LCHS Great Hall

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipM-PDQL_nBC-eWH2byPxgQc78q2baGyTG-uochmOeBu34O_TMz8IBo63-ejtgvlZA?key=LXBLcW5LWXl6LTVJLWNoNGpwb1VxSGZVU0dIYVBB
https://www.facebook.com/Liberty-Common-High-School-116466888425575/timeline/
https://www.instagram.com/libertycommonschool/
http://twitter.com/LibertyCommon
http://www.linkedin.com/company/556021
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdqwHq34X2fGwODNFzaWSGA
https://www.libertycommon.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNEpojtXotE


Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Hearing/Vision Screening | Plato Campus
Mon 5 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | LCHS
Tue 6 Dec 2022 | Public-Info Night | 6:30PM | Aristotle Campus
Wed 7 Dec 2022  | 6th- and 8th-Grade Intent-to-Return Letters Due
Wed 7 Dec 2022  | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | Plato Campus
Thu 8 Dec 2022  | Kindergarten-Lottery Draw Begins
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | Cooperation Character-Education Assembly | 8:15 AM | Plato and
Aristotle Campuses
Mon 12 Dec 2022  | 5th-Grade Concert | 5:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022  | 6th-Grade Concert Combined with LCHS Holiday Choral Concert |
6:30PM | Plato Campus
Mon 12 Dec 2022 | LCHS Lottery-Exempt Enrollment Begins
Thu 15 Dec 2022  | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 16 Dec 2022  | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 16 Dec 2022  | First-Quarter Ends
Mon 19 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023  | Winter Break—No School

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

Headmaster's Message

MOS MAIORUM Is In
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Out with the term “specials” when lumping together
indispensable academic subjects taught alongside
Liberty’s daily, elementary classrooms. That was the
gist of an impassioned faculty appeal, last year, at a
meeting of the school’s Board of Directors.
 
Inattentively applying the platitude “specials” to conflate
the deepest roots of intellectual tradition – art, music,
physical education, Latin, etc., – demeans the
profundity of core classical disciplines. A more-fitting
alternative should be preferred, it was explained,
especially by an excellent school like ours.   
 

A few weeks of scholarly research and faculty consultation led us to mos maiorum.  In the
days of ancient Rome, this was a widely used, rather important term meaning “in the
tradition of our ancestors.” CLICK HERE for depth (use your search engine’s translation
button, if you don’t read Italian).    

In mos maiorum subjects, Liberty students inherit ideas
and skills refined by their intellectual forebears,
preserved, tested by time. LCS’s mos maiorum
curriculum is, in fact, similar to the prerequisites olden-
Roman youngsters were expected to master before
pursuing advanced studies.
 
Reviving the ancient label better honors proven,
classical teaching strategies toward cross-curricular
coordination. Think of mos maiorum courses as the hub
from which the instructional spokes of LCS radiate; or,
those established as the highest mountain and raised
above the hills.  Since the start of the school year,
“specials” has become officially verboten. 
 
Here onward, mos maiorum is in. Mos maiorum lessons
embolden our students with an armor of light, direct them
in proper conduct; they inspire them to know the times they are in, to be awake and
prepared for that fateful hour they do not expect, yet know will be at hand. 

https://www.libertycommon.org/enrollment/public_information_meeting
https://www.libertycommon.org/enrollment/public_information_meeting
https://www.libertycommon.org/enrollment/public_information_meeting
https://www.libertycommon.org/b_o_d/bod
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https://files.constantcontact.com/1f311cab101/82b0d59d-fa4c-43fa-9bf1-5ffb61e05670.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.ilpensieroforte.it/cultura/227-mos-maiorum-questo-sconosciuto


All-School News

Hearing, Vision Screening. Hearing, Vision Screening. Screenings begin the week after Thanksgiving.  If your child
has been prescribed glasses or contacts, please ensure your child brings them to school
on her/his screening day.

Tue 29 Nov 2022 | Aristotle Campus
Thu 1 Dec 2022 | LCHS
 Fri 2 Dec 2022 | Plato Campus

Enrollment for 2023-2024. Help us spread the word about important upcoming dates to
families interested in enrolling their children at LCS. Additional information can be found on
our enrollment page.

Thu 8 Dec 2022 | Kindergarten-Lottery Draw Begins
Wed 11 Jan 2023 | LCHS-Lottery Draw Begins
Wed 1 Feb 2023 | All-School-Lottery Draw Begins

Students whose parents have attended a Public-Information Night receive preference in
the lottery. Invite them to join us at an upcoming event:

Mon 5 Dec 2022 | 6:30PM | Liberty Common High School
Tue 6 Dec 2022 | 6:30PM | Aristotle Campus
Wed 7 Dec 2022 | 6:30PM | Plato Campus

 JH Theatre Performance. Come on down to Fat Sam's
Grand Slam located at the LCS Plato Campus for a night
of music, dancing, laughter, and dessert! The Junior-High
Musical Theater Troupe is pleased to present "Bugsy
Malone" on Fri 9 Dec at 7:00PM and Sat 10 Dec 2022 at
2:00PM. Tickets range from $8 for students and faculty to
$20 for premium seating. Tickets can be purchased
at lchstheatre.ticketleap.com

Internet-Safety Seminar. Officer Ehrich Weis will present “Footsteps in a Digital World,”
an educated view on social media, on Wed 25 Jan 2023 at 6:30PM in the LCHS Great
Hall. He will discuss common social-media applications students use and how to ensure
safe practices for young adults. The presentation will utilize case studies from School
Resource Officers with first-hand experience dealing with safety concerns for students
utilizing social media. 

Liberty Lecture. Mark your calendars for the next Liberty
Lecture: “The Republic in Renaissance Italy” on Mon 23
Jan 2023, featuring guest speaker Dr. Joel Penning. In
the late Middle Ages, the city-states of Italy witnessed the
rebirth of an ancient form of government: The republic. Dr.
Penning will consider the conditions which led Italian cities
to adopt republican governments, how their republican
experiments managed to overcome the threat of warfare
and social division, and why they ultimately fell.  

Mrs. Trout In School. Look who showed up at the LCS
Aristotle campus recently! It's former kindergarten
instructor Mrs. Connie Trout who taught at Liberty from
2006 through 2018. Though she’s loving being retired, Mrs.
Trout definitely misses helping little readers. She’s pictured
nearby volunteering in the Agora and demonstrating one of

https://www.libertycommon.org/enrollment
http://lchstheatre.ticketleap.com/


her legendary talents – promoting phonemic awareness
with an erudite kindergarten scholar. 

LCS News

Love and Logic Class. Liberty Common School will
host a three-session Love and Logic class with Dr.
Jason Clarke on Mon 23 Jan, Thu 26 Jan, and Mon
30 Jan 2022 from 6:30-7:45 PM at the Aristotle
Campus. This class will teach parents the time-tested
approach to parenting by learning strategies for
character building and positive behavior. The cost to
attend is $10/family before Sat 14 Jan 2022 and
$20/family after the 14th. Please email
coloradoparentingsolutions@gmail.com to reserve
your spot.  

Plato-Campus News

Intent-to-Return for Parents of 6th Graders.  Check your email and postal mail in the
next couple of weeks for an intent-to-return letter. This form communicates your 6th-grade
student will be returning for junior-high school at LCHS for the 2023-2024 academic year.
Your spot is guaranteed if you want it, but you do need to complete the intent-to-return
form in order to claim a spot in the 7th-grade class. The deadline is Wed 7 Dec 2022, but
it would be helpful to have that information sooner if possible. An electronic copy of the
form can be found here. Email Dr. Robert Robinson with any questions.

Athletics

Eagle Tip-Off. As a celebration of the start of the
winter-sports season, we are joining Heritage Christian
Academy to host the Eagles Opening Day Tip-Off.
Each year this will consist of four games at one site,
free entry for students from both schools, discounted
public tickets, and food. The inaugural event will take
place on Thu 1 Dec 2022, at Heritage Christian. We
hope to see you there.

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new

mailto:coloradoparentingsolutions@gmail.com
https://cdn5-ss13.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_127666/File/6th grade intent-to-return form.pdf
mailto:rrobinson@libertycommon.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_WhB-bniQcu6AuRrsNioH2oO5uBHzDc1G1m6hhJ3UTJHLokozKGLXKoUO3dYN7LgrH2erQpcbXwB6QQ288IV3wC-qZy3gxtB1AXN1e5fR01hX8qElza6Z5DJ26shQrLangYTOchATRk5T3zLtqYc65FRdih7LL0MXbbkBmzE3RrBDbYaO6tzenjj3TrFT6cPiGIsCj859yxLeDUZJ8q-fUcUOja9mGbjLt0ee-gzRnawbHV8z5LYd1aBa4Jqsk-lWoOlhC5JNCfAbyanUcQd6WzVoeikQ6fxYU6BKJEWxQo=&c=JuJCpQtIt19wj1ewb1RQPAzdGRYnmyL9ghVyXk7uIROuXs8nyFWlGA==&ch=-eKfWn8m9YAweF0aW8gFUYFNX7gee6ZcBC1_OdBcY7sO9DRMbWtLAA==


edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

News Worth Repeating

5th-Grade-Parents Roundtable. Wed 30 Nov 2022 at 6:30PM | LCS is hosting a
roundtable discussion for parents of 5th-grade students discerning whether LCS’s 6th
grade is the right pathway down the homestretch of the Core Knowledge Sequence. The
informal discussion is a great opportunity to get questions answered before signing the
intent-to-return form. We’ll gather at the Plato Campus Connie Behr Memorial Library.
Please join us.

6th-Grade-Parents Night. Class of 2029 parents, please join us for 6th-Grade-Parents'
Night on Thu 1 Dec 2022 at 6:30PM, in the Liberty Common High School Great Hall.
High-school administrators and student leaders will share important information regarding
the transition from Liberty Common Elementary School to Liberty Common Junior High.
This will be an excellent opportunity to get questions answered regarding the
opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of the junior high. Students are welcome to
attend, but this night is primarily designed for parents. 6th-Grade Day, on Sat 11 Mar
2023, will be geared toward the students themselves. More information on that day is
forthcoming.

AST Job Opening. Liberty Common Elementary School (Aristotle Campus)  is seeking a
special-education paraprofessional for immediate hire. This position will provide tutoring
and organizational help to both students with special-education plans and other students
at risk. The special-education paraprofessional is part of the academic-support-
collaborative team and will report to the Academic Support Team (AST) Coordinator. A full
list of job duties and requirements is contained in the job posting. CLICK HERE for
posting.

Toys For Tots. Toys for Tots is a program run by the United States Marine Corps
Reserve which distributes toys to children whose parents are unable to buy gifts for
Christmas. Liberty parent Deb Simer works with Toys for Tots to collect donations from all
over the community. You can donate new, unwrapped toys or books now through Fri 16
Dec 2022. All three campuses will have a Toys for Tots bin located near the front
entrance. 

Health Guidance. Students should stay home when sick and follow public-health
guidance on when to return. Specifically for influenza and RSV, remain home from school
until fever-free for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications and other
symptoms have improved. Do this even if you have tested negative for COVID-19. More
information can be found here: How Sick is Too Sick  and Infectious Disease in School
and Child Care Settings. In addition to the prudent efforts occurring on the home front to
ensure students are well when attending school, the school is increasing daily cleaning
and disinfecting to provide a healthy learning environment.

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Sat 17 Dec 2022–Sun 8 Jan 2023  | Christmas Break
Mon 16 Jan 2023 | Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Fri 17 Feb 2023 | Professional-Development Day
Mon 20 Feb 2023 | President's Day
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Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors

Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting- Thu 15 Dec 2022 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org

Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

          

Join Our Mailing List

Give to Liberty

Liberty Common School | 1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, Fort Collins, CO 80525
(970)482-9800

Unsubscribe tburgess@libertycommon.org

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent bymmiller@libertycommon.orgpowered by

Try email marketing for free today!

mailto:BOD@libertycommon.org
mailto:hsinfo@libertycommon.org
mailto:sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org
mailto:hsinfo@libertycommon.org
mailto:cchurchill@libertycommon.org
mailto:bschaffer@libertycommon.org
https://www.facebook.com/Liberty-Common-High-School-116466888425575/timeline/
https://www.instagram.com/libertycommonschool/
http://twitter.com/LibertyCommon
http://www.linkedin.com/company/556021
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdqwHq34X2fGwODNFzaWSGA
https://www.libertycommon.org/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001Soj93wGy2dliEZwnqY5PMh0hjX9WZ24RD8Js4Z-J6LeLEZ-DLPI4ZwmIccPhZAzfOx07l80llaE8jyJB45F8T6x7S2kIFxPZVWmrovE-rbg%253D
https://giving.libertycommon.org/o/liberty-common-school/i/let-them-play
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:mmiller@libertycommon.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

